taking was right till it had had the approval of Lord Crewe and of
Spender. So far as Spender was concerned that statement is con-
firmed by various letters from Asquith himself, as, for example,
one dated December 3rd 1909, from 10 Downing Street:

MY DEAR SPENDES,

I was very much gratified to receive your letter: you know
what value I put on your judgment.

Yours ever,

H.H.A.

The earliest of the letters from Asquith among Spender's papers
was concerned primarily with the correction of an inaccurate
personal paragraph in the Westminster, but it went on: "May I add
an expression of sincere admiration and gratitude for the manner
in which, throughout the autumn, the Westminster has shown itself
the ablest and most level-headed exponent of the best kind of
Liberalism?"

Differences of opinion between Asquith and Spender were so rare
that when one does occur it deserves to be recorded. One such
case arose when Asquith expressed his amazement at Spender's
endorsement of a doctrine promulgated by Morley to the effect that
(as Asquith quoted it) "unless you have such a distribution of
parties that the Irish have the casting vote the Irish representation
(at least as regards Irish legislation) is ruled out! In other words,
if we had a Liberal majority over both Tories and Irish its acts
(quoad Ireland) would not have the same constitutional authority as
if the distribution had been such that the Irish votes were needed
to carry them into law. This is to my mind new doctrine with a
vengeance."

One question put by Spender in 1912 elicited a reply which forms
an interesting contrioution to history. The Manchester Guardian
had stated categorically in a leading article that the South African
settlement was due to CampbeU-Bannennan alone: "He won over
Ms Cabinet* but without him it could not and would not have been
done." Spender obviously had some doubts about the truth of that
aa<! asked Asquith for the facts. In reply Asquith wrote (on 15th
Jane) from Downing Street:

"The notion that C.B. was opposed in die Cabinet, or Von it
over*, in regard to the Transvaal settlement is a ridiculous fiction.
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